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Playwright and screenwriter Beth Henley was born in Jackson, Miss. in 1952. Many of her works are set in
Mississippi and feature southern characters and themes. Perhaps her best-known play is Crimes of the Heart, for
which she won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1981. Crimes of the Heart also earned Henley a Tony award
nomination, and was adapted as a film of the same title in 1986. Her other works include The Wake of Jamey
Foster (1983); The Miss Firecracker Contest (1985); The Debutante Ball (1991); Family Week (2000); Ridiculous
Fraud (2006); and others.
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